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BUSINESS AND HOUSING GUIDE

The Easterner’s annual

Housing & Business Guide
is a first of its kind special
publication that serves as a
direct reference for students
who are continuously
searching for answers to their
next need. This is the chance
for businesses in the Cheney
area to showcase the products
and services that they offer
in a more focused light. The
Housing & Business Guide
will be distributed at arms
reach of 15,000 college
students during the last week
of February.
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Discover the family and
graduate apartment
community of

Eastern Washington
University!

Editor’s note:

Apartments for

Graduate Students
Married Couples
Family Students

Unit Features

6 MG Internet
Expanded Basic Cable
Accepting Financial Aid

1/2/3 Bedroom Units

The one about housing

$390-$670
509.359.2452
124 Tawanka Hall

Eric Long | editor-in-chief

E

WU is experiencing a growth. Tuition is lowering, freshmen are now
required to live on campus for their first year and the hope from the
school is that this will raise retention rates.
After spending my freshman year in the dorms, I knew I wanted my
own place the next year, and my friends wanted the same. So I moved
into an apartment owned by a company that knew how to take advantage
of college students.
Fast forward to my senior year and I now live in Spokane. Cheney
just isn’t friendly to college students looking for alternative, affordable
housing. And with this looming population growth, Cheney is having to
play catchup. New developments are popping up, single-family homes are
being turned into duplexes and triplexes, one of the largest apartment
complexes is expanding and there are others looking to turn old buildings
into housing (see “Cheney community members plan to remodel old high
school into lofts” on page 4).
Knowing students need roofs over their heads, these companies know
they can get away with high rent and and subpar landlordship. This is
unfortunate because students should be given the good quality housing at
prices a college student can afford.
Meanwhile, businesses around town can’t seem to keep their doors open
and it begs the question of whether or not Cheney is worth it for students.
Sure, being close to campus is a convenience but when it comes to the
weekends, plenty of students trek to Spokane to enjoy their time off.

University Apartments

Rarely available awesome
apartments for EWU Students!

A bout The Easterner
Body: boiler plate folder of paragraph section. Baskerville Semibold 8pt for subject
and 8pt regular for body and nearby residents of Eastern Washington University
of the governance, activities and views of the campus while providing a learning
environment for students interested in journalism and related fields. Our main goal
is to publish high-quality news content to the community of Eastern Washington
University.
Circulation: The Easterner publishes a weekly print version as well as web content
during the week http://www.easterneronline.com. The Easterner is distributed
throughout the Cheney campus and business district as well as Riverpoint and various
Spokane businesses. If you would like The Easterner to be distributed at your business
call the Advertising Department at 509-359-7010.

10% OFF

YOUR NEXT
ADVERTISMENT

when you collect 5

Across the street from EWU Campus at 111–119 N. 9th Street.
Fully Furnished, All Utilities Included plus Wifi and Basic Cable,
Off Street Parking, Private suites with private baths and in-bedroom
TV’s furnished. Granite counters and porcelain tile floors.
Individual leases for 10 Months to 2 years.

“The nicest place in Cheney for EWU Students to live”
www.premierstudentliving.com
509-235-1928

Address | The Easterner EWU, Isle Hall 102 Cheney, WA 99004
News Line | tip: (509) 359-6270 — general office: (509) 359-6737
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The Fisher Building as seen from Fourth Street | Photo by Karissa Berg

D

avid Hall and Matt
Roberts are two self-proclaimed “idiots [who] want
to save Cheney from itself,” and
they hope to do it with the help of
a school.
Across the street from
Showalter Hall on the corner of
Fourth and D streets is a large
brick structure that once served
as Cheney’s public high school.
Nestled between the Veteran’s
Memorial Park and a Greek
fraternity house, the Fisher
Building has languished on the
property market for several years
as the price has dropped from the
original appraised value of $1.05
million to $750,000.
There have been some
interested potential buyers and
developers, but closing a sale has
proved difficult as the approximately 87-year-old building
proposes a series of major structural challenges, some of which
include a concrete foundation that
extends to the second story, old
electrical work, clumsy add-ons
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and adherence to building codes
as old as the building itself.
Furthermore, long-term Cheney
residents, particularly educators,
have expressed a desire to preserve
the historic structure. In March
2015, the Cheney School Board
tabled at least one sale proposal
that community members believed
posed a threat to the building’s
architectural preservation; it would
have turned the Fisher Building
into student housing.
“It would be cheaper to tear
down the building and build a
whole new apartment building,”
said Roberts, a realtor and developer who currently designs loft spaces
in the Spokane area.
“It’s got problem after problem
after problem as far as anyone
doing anything with it,” said Hall,
owner of Rokko’s Teriyaki and
BBQ in downtown Cheney. “It’s
probably worth more as a vacant
lot because you could rebuild at
a quarter of the price of what it
would take to get this building up
to code.”

Roberts and Hall, however,
have no intention of turning the
antique building into modern
rubble. While they envision creating a housing community of hip,
quality loft apartments, Hall said
they want to preserve the Fisher
Building’s unique features, such
as the old-style 300-seat theater,
which Hall suggested could be
another university resource or be
converted into an alternative movie
theatre á la Magic Lantern.
“I envision a mixed-use
situation,” Hall said, referencing
a project by McMenamins — a
Portland-based hotel and restaurant company known for its
heritage-friendly conversions of
historic buildings — that aims to
transform an 85-year-old high
school in Bothell, Washington.
“This could be the coolest
housing in Washington state for
students,” said Roberts. “But to save
the nostalgia and beautifulness …
is going to take the money, and in
order to get the money, we’re going
to need people who are interested.”

Hall and Roberts presently lack
the funding necessary for all their
plans and ideas — an alternative
movie theatre, a coffee shop with
couches and wifi, a yoga studio and
competitively priced student lofts,
all while preserving the Fisher
Building’s 1929 charm. Instead, the
entrepreneurs hope by getting
the word out they can drum up
enough interest among potential
tenants to entice financiers to take
a risk on what they estimate will
be a $6-7 million project.
“It’s architecturally pleasant,
and we’re just trying to save it,”
said Hall. “To get the financing
is extremely hard, which is why
it’s been sitting vacant. … We
need participation from the city …
because the building is to a 1929
code. They would have to work
with us on modernizing it.”
Zoning also presents a problem,
as the city counsel, which Roberts has
already reached out to, would have to
approve rezoning which would allow
the Fisher Building to be remodeled

… continued next page

News
High school remodel
continued ...
into a building containing businesses
and residential units.
“There is a shortage of good
housing in Cheney,” Hall said, who
criticized a rental market he claims
is over-priced and filled with
under-maintained properties.
“We’ve got a nice little community here. I don’t want to see it filled
with every house that should be a
single family house turned into a
duplex, into a triplex, into a four-plex
… due to lack of housing,” Hall said.
In contrast, Roberts and Hall
describe a building containing
up to 60 units of approximately
800 square feet, sporting 12-foot
ceilings, exposed brick and original
wood floors. “I think it would be
great for faculty. … You know, if
you’re a young faculty member that
[just] moved to town,” Roberts said.
Hall added that the location
made it ideal student housing and
the inclusion of businesses such
as coffee shops would provide
campus-adjacent options to a population that has to seek the majority
of its entertainment off campus.
For Hall, however, this is more
than just a housing project. “It’s
about making Cheney a place that
people want to come,” he said,
“Since I opened up [Rokko’s] there
have been 17 business[es] go out of
business in Cheney. Do you know
how many have replaced that?
Five. … If this place were anywhere else, it would be filled with
little antique shops, and it would
be filled with a sense of community. Things would be taken care of;
it would be treasured.”
Hall and Roberts said they
hope to provide a positive community experience through the Fisher
Building project, but first they
need the funding.
“More interest builds more
interest builds more interest,” said
Roberts. “60 people, that’s all we
need. … we [get commitments for]
30 units, we take it to the bank, we
get the funding.”

All interested parties can
contact Matt Roberts at
spokanegreen@gmail.com.

Tapingo brings food order influx to EWU, some frustration
By Eric Long | editor-in-chief

Illustration by Linlin Xing

T

he food-ordering app Tapingo changed how Dining
Services does business and
is a convenience for students, but
there are still kinks to work out.
The app was introduced to
Eastern last spring and while the
start was slow, the app’s popularity quickly grew.
“It was just a surprise how
many people were going through
the app. It was a slow trickle, we
didn’t really see anything at first,
and all of a sudden it just came,”
interim manager at The Roost
Golden Lawrence said.
While he cannot give a
number, Lawrence said the
percentage of Tapingo orders,
out of all orders, is sufficient for
Dining Services.
“We started looking at
[Tapingo] four years ago when
it was new and we saw some
real flaws in the system, so we
waited a couple of years until they
updated it,” Director of Dining
Services Dave McKay said.
According to McKay, one
of the bigger issues seen in
the first generation was with
queuing. He said there was no
buffer zone, or processing. “As
soon as the machine accepts
your order, it accepts my order

and it wouldn’t start trying to
buffer,” he said.
He said Dining Services has
worked with the Tapingo company
and advances have been made.
According to Casey WeaverBurdett, a lead worker at Swoops,
one of the bigger issues found is
that the system sometimes lags
and so when a student notices
their order has not shown up in
the system, the wait time grows.
Wait time plus the time it takes to
cook the food adds to the ordeal.
“That’s a 30 minute ticket in
a supposedly fast-food place, so
that’s unacceptable by my book,”
Weaver-Burdett said.
While lag is one issue that
pops up, the amount of students
ordering through the app brings
up a different issue.
“They’re seeing a very high
volume at certain times and the
queuing, even though it’s a split
second for you and me to put in
an order … the reality of cook
time and preparation is different,”
McKay said.
The realization of this
issue caused some workers at
The Roost to raise concerns of
whether or not the kitchen had
enough firepower to handle the
influx of orders.

“We actually bought a whole
new piece of equipment to really
devote to Tapingo,” said Lawrence.
“It’s a new hot case that we got
that we put all of our Tapingo
orders in. We created a big space
for it just so we can expedite these
orders a little better.”
Both McKay and Lawrence
have heard of students complaining about the potential unfairness of the ordering system.
Some complain the Tapingo
orders come out before ones that
are done traditionally.
“We try the best we can,”
said Lawrence. “We don’t put
Tapingo orders first, it’s whatever order comes up through our
system first.”
McKay said some students get
upset with workers.
“What we have had is some
customers not understand the
system and get frustrated with
our employees. ‘Why did that
person just walk in and get their
order?’ Well, they ordered it
through Tapingo. ‘Well why are
you taking care of them first?’
Well, their order came in first,”
McKay said.
Weaver-Burdett brought up
the same issue in saying that
while Tapingo is more convenient,

“it creates some sort of animosity,
too, between the two different
types of customers that we have.”
A problem that sometimes
falls solely on the students is
whether or not they pick up
their orders.
“Sometimes people get
sidetracked; a better thing
comes along. They’ve spent their
money, that’s a concern I’ve
had,” McKay said.
Weaver-Burdett said if an
order is not picked after 20
minutes, the food is tossed. If
a student comes in and finds
out their order has been tossed,
Weaver-Burdett will have his
team remake the food.
“It’s created a little bit more
of an issue now with the people
who have come and waited in
line, then they’re waiting for
their food as well. So it almost,
to some of them, feels like it
must be a privilege [for people
who order through Tapingo] to
just walk in and grab their food,”
Weaver-Burdett said.
While the flaws still need
to be hammered out and some
students complain, Tapingo is
staying at EWU. McKay put it
simply: “It’s a different way of
doing business.”

January 20, 2015 THE EASTERNER 5

News

Groups gather for Tamir Rice rally
EWU Black Student Union, NAACP and PJALS stand in solidarity against Ohio decision not to indict
By Kalli Wolf | staff writer

NAACP of Spokane, PJALS, Black Student Union of EWU and the community on the intersection of Division and Main streets in Spokane | Photo by Karissa Berg

O

n the evening of Jan. 12 EWU Black
Student Union, NAACP of Spokane,
Peace and Justice Action League of
Spokane (PJALS) and members of the Spokane
community came together for an act of solidarity in response to the decision not to indict the
police officer in training who shot and killed
12-year-old Tamir Rice.
Officer-in-training Timothy Loehmann,
who was being trained by officer Frank
Garmback at the time, shot Rice on Nov.
22, 2014, at a park in Cleveland, Ohio.
Neither Loehmann nor Garmback are facing
criminal charges.
NAACP of Spokane, PJALS, Black Student
Union of EWU and the community held signs
on the intersection of Division and Main to call
for a Department of Justice investigation. The
signs read sayings such as “Black Lives Matter”
and “Stop the killing.” Occupy Spokane also
created a projection light on a nearby building
reading “#BlackLivesMatter.” Many cars driving
by honked in support of the cause.
Around 6 p.m. the group gathered in the
Spokane Community Building for a few presentations and a discussion. The first presenter was
professor of Africana Studies at EWU Okera
Nsombi, Ph.D. “Do not ever stop struggling
for our injustices and leave it into the hands of
the institutions which rarely have worked in
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our behalf. We would not be here if we did not
struggle,” Nsombi said.
The second speaker was NAACP president
Naima Quarles-Burnley. Quarles-Burnley
said for her, black lives matter is more than
a slogan, it’s a movement, an affirmation and
a recognition. “Black lives matter; my life
matters,” she said.
Quarles-Burnley shared some statistics
with the group, revealing that in 2015 alone,
987 people were shot by police officers. She
said black men make up 6 percent of the U.S.
population, but accounted for 40 percent of the
unarmed people shot in 2015.
Quarles-Burnley also revealed a fourth of
the people who were killed showed signs of
mental illness, accounting for a total 253 out
of 987 people who were killed. “To me, this
points to a need for the police department to
have greater awareness and understanding of interacting with people who have mental illness,”
she said, and continued to refer to mental illness
as a silent killer. “It’s something we don’t talk
about,” she said.
“We have to change the laws,” QuarlesBurnley said. She ended with the statement,
“There are things we can do to protect ourselves
and protect those that we love.”
Director of PJALS Liz Moore was the final
speaker of the night. She said one of the main

goals is to stand in support, particularly with
the people in Cleveland who are addressing the
Cleveland Police Department and calling for a
Department of Justice investigation. She said
another main goal is to be together, have some
discussions and move toward action.
Moore said for people driving by, one of
the main things she wanted them to take from
this is recognition that people are speaking
their values and standing up for what they
believe in and, hopefully, are inspired to do the
same. Moore also noted in other communities,
particularly white communities, it is easy to
think, “That’s different, that’s over there [or]
that’s them, that’s not something that concerns
me,” when in fact it is right here in Spokane.
“When we think about racism, when we
think about what has to happen for racism
to be dismantled in this country, one of the
really critical ingredients is white people
taking responsibility for being part of dismantling that system and taking action in ways
that are in partnership or in accountability
to people who are directly affected, people of
color,” Moore said.
For those wanting to get involved, Moore
said there will be a Community Forum on
Police Leadership on Jan. 21 from 6:30-8:00
p.m. in the Community Building Lobby located
at 35 W. Main in Spokane. Mayor Condon’s

Police Leadership Advisory Committee (PLAC)
is seeking input from the community in order
to prepare for hiring the next police chief. This
event is designed for community members
and organizations to speak out and name the
expectations, as well as the type of leader the
community wants to lead the Spokane Police
Department. After a short presentation from
PLAC, 10 organizations will have the opportunity to give a direct testimony. Participants will
then get into small groups with PLAC members
to give verbal and written input that will be used
by PLAC to develop their report to Condon.
According to PLAC, Condon has assured them
he will consider the recommendations.
This event will be sponsored by PJALS,
Spokane Police Accountability and Reform
Coalition, Greater Spokane Progress, Smart
Justice Spokane, Center for Justice, and
Spokane NAACP.
Moore expressed her gratitude to students
at Eastern who have spoken up over the last
couple of years. “I love that we can work with
EWU and community groups hand in hand.
I think it’s tremendously powerful,” she said.
“We should do it more and really welcome
other groups at Eastern to get in touch with
us if they want to do community projects
any kind of collaboration together is really
powerful and great.”

News

EWU and Spokane community join in largest MLK Day of Service event to date
By Kalli Wolf | staff writer

O

EWU student Lakeisha Jones performs from the perspective of Dr. King Jr.’s wife | Photo by Melanie Flint

n Jan. 18 students, faculty and staff
from EWU, WSU, Gonzaga, Whitworth and SFCC came together for a
Unity Rally and March, and Day of Service in
honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy.
The day started off at 9:30 a.m. at the
INB Performing Arts Center in downtown
Spokane. From there, the group participated
in the city-wide Unity Rally and March, which
is coordinated by the Martin Luther King Jr.
Family Outreach Center, according to Gabby
Ryan, program coordinator at the Office of
Community Engagement at EWU. “More than
2,500 people attend the Rally and March, which
brings together citizens to celebrate the amazing
work being done in the community that connects
citizens to resources and serve alongside those
experiencing social injustices,” Ryan said.
This will be Eastern’s third MLK Day of
Service and it only continues to grow larger
every year. According to Ryan, the first
MLK Day of Service, held in 2014, consisted
of 177 participants, while this year reached
approximately 300. “For the 2016 MLK Day of
Service, we chose to move to co-coordination
with Gonzaga, Whitworth, local AmeriCorps
members, SFCC and WSU Spokane. MLK Day
of Service has always been about involving not
just the EWU community, but [also] the other
regional institutions and members of national
service programs,” she said.
Hearth Homes, Meals on Wheels, Crosswalk
Teen Shelter, Cheney Care Center, Boys and

Girls Club and The Salvation Army are a few
of the non-profit agencies that were served
this year.
According to the Corporation for National
and Community Service, the MLK Day of
Service has been the largest MLK Day service
project coordinated in the state of Washington
for the past two years. Eastern sent 125 students
to serve at nine different non-profits in the
Cheney and Spokane communities this year,
according to Ryan. Whitworth and Gonzaga
sent 40-plus students each, while WSU Spokane
and SFCC sent around 70-plus each. Ryan
said around 20 local AmeriCorps members
also served. This totals up to nearly 360-plus
volunteers, making this the largest MLK Day of
Service to date, according to Ryan.
“The MLK Day of Service exists so that students can ‘spend a day on, not off.’ Participants
will learn about local agencies, the populations
they serve, and will become more educated
on the social injustices that many citizens of
Spokane face,” Ryan said.
Eastern successfully filled all 125 volunteer
spots available, consisting primarily of clubs and
organizations at EWU. However, all students are
welcome and encouraged to participate in the
MLK Day of Service events to come.
“Eastern students will spend the day moving
for things that matter, uniting with their peers
to meet community needs, and to grow alongside
one another in service,” Ryan said.

Unity Rally and March in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy | Photo by Melanie Flint
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Eagle Life

Zola a unique live music experience
By Ivy Nall | eagle life editor
Cheney is so little and tucked away that it is easy to feel alienated in this small
town. The music scene is non-existent, other than a few bars that host karaoke nights.
Thankfully, Spokane has great live music bars in the city, and still many students are
unaware. Each week, over the next few issues, Eagle Life will be
spotlighting one live music bar in Spokane.

T

The Zola bar | Photos by Karissa Berg
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o start this series off, Zola
was first on the list. With
this unique and extensive
atmosphere, it is not one to be
missed. The building layout may
give the impression that it is small
from the outside but it can be
deceiving. When first walking in,
the bar is immediately to the left
with two secluded rooms to the
right. These rooms can comfortably hold 10 guests in one and 18
in the other. Along with the two
rooms downstairs, there is a dance
floor and stage always set up.
There are two separate stairs that
lead to two upstairs sections. These
sections are for regular seating, as
well as reserved parties. One section
can fit 15 people comfortably and
is known as the “poker room” and
the other is made up of carnival
tilt-a-whirl seats from a local junk
yard, which can hold 25 guests.
Capacity is right around 140 to 150
including mostly standing room, and
Zola is known to reach capacity every
weekend night.
“We are very fortunate to have
a very diverse and eclectic music
scene here in Spokane, which
makes it fairly easy to book bands
for our venue,” Jeff Short, general
manager and co-owner of Zola, said.
Zola offers live music seven
nights a week starting at 8:30 p.m.
All Zola bands strictly play covers
of popular songs from all genres;
however, bands during
week nights tend to be slightly
quieter than weekend bands. Bands
will play everything from top 40 to
80s rock ‘n’ roll to mellow rhythm
and blues. House bands play

during the week and managment
hires special bands for Friday and
Saturday nights.
“We have some fantastic nationwide acts coming through early this
spring,” said Short. “And we are
very excited about the opportunity to
showcase some new performers and
have the opportunity to gain new
guests in the future.”
The rest of January, on
Thursday nights, Zola will have
special guest Island Soul, a traditional reggae band with a female
lead vocalist.
Zola offers not only live
music and entertainment but
award-winning food and excellent
service, according to Short. The
management’s mission is to exceed
the guest’s expectations and provide
them with a memorable experience.
“We continue to be blessed with
an excellent staff and would not
function without them,” Short said.
Senior Amy McLean has
served for Zola since July 2015.
“My favorite part about working
at Zola is the demographic. Rarely
do we have issues of violence or
disrespect like some bars,” she
said. “And the constant concerts
are always a plus.”
Age groups vary, according to
McLean. Business professionals,
college students and a more mature
crowd in their 60s can all be seen in
the same night.
Zola’s unique atmosphere is
diverse and inviting to regulars and
newcomers alike. With the wide
range of music performances, anyone
is destined to find a good night if
they stop in.

Eagle Life

Pride Center provides safe space for students
Single-stall bathrooms now required in new campus constructions
By Rosie Perry | staff writer

T

he Pride Center is where
students of all gender,
sexual and romantic
orientations can find a safe and
affirming place to be themselves.
Though the Pride Center
caters to students who fall into
the LGBT spectrum, all students
are welcome in the center.
Eagle Pride is a student club
that anyone can join. It meets
Thursdays at 4 p.m. in the Pride
Center, which is located in
Showalter Hall 105. Eagle Pride
is advised by the Pride Center
manager Nicholas Franco and is
completely free to join. “We want
it to be as accessible as possible,”
Franco said.
Though The Pride Center
and Eagle Pride go hand in
hand, it is important to note that
they are two separate entities.
Franco has been the Pride
Center manager for about three
months and has many goals
he would like to see achieved
during his time at EWU.
The main goal Franco would
like to see achieved for the
Pride Center is an increase in
space. Their current facility
is quite cramped, making it
difficult for Eagle Pride to hold
their meetings. Currently, there
is a plan in place for the Pride
Center to move to the PUB once
the remodel is complete. Though
this is approximately two and a
half years away Franco said they
are excited for the upgrade.
On Jan. 7 the president of
the university, Mary Cullinan,
Ph.D., attended an Eagle Pride
meeting to hear concerns from
the students and attempt to
resolve the issue or reduce the
concern. “Her attendance gave
students a really rare opportunity to not only get to know
the president, but also share
what they are feeling about the
climate at EWU,” Franco said.

At the meeting the most
common concern facing students
was the lack of gender-neutral
bathrooms on campus.
The Pride Center created a
map of campus with the bathrooms highlighted for students
struggling to find them.
“While gender-neutral
bathrooms are great, there is a
lack of single-stall bathrooms
on campus,” Franco said. In this
regard, Franco’s work advocating
for students seems to have had
some effect. From now on all
new buildings on campus will
be required to have at least one
single-stall restroom on every floor.
On Dec. 26, 2015, the
Human Rights Commission
was able to obtain legislation
to clarify what should be done
about bathrooms in terms of
making sure they are inclusive
of all gender identities. This

means all bathrooms, showers
and locker rooms that are in
public accommodations are to be
used based on gender identity
and not biological sex.
Progress is being made on
all fronts for the Pride Center.
Franco appears to be doing a
great job advocating for his
students over the past few
months and he hopes to see
more progress before the end of
the year.

For more information
regarding new laws
on inclusive restrooms
on campus visit the
following link: http://
tinyurl.com/z2vu33u

Mary Cullinan attends Eagle Pride meeting | Photo by Melanie Flint

A map of gender-neutral bathrooms located on campus | Contributed by Eagle Pride Center
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Eagle Life

Snow causes problems at EWU
Some students think more should be done to melt ice and snow on campus
By Rosie Perry | staff writer

Snow piles around campus | Photos by Melanie Flint

T

his winter brought approximately 30 inches of snow
and massive amounts of ice to EWU’s campus, and
some students feel there has not been enough done to
deal with the influx.
Landscape Maintenance supervisor Jeff Toulou said
8,000 gallons of liquid de-icer, 18 tons of granular
de-icer and 100 yards of calcium sand have been used
so far this winter. These numbers may seem like a lot
but, going off of student opinion, Facility Services could
stand to use even more.
EWU has 27 parking lots maintained by Facility
Services. Toulou said these lots, plus all the metered parking
on campus, are patrolled by four employees: three full time
and one part time.
Four vehicles plowing and moving snow may seem like
enough, but when a snowstorm brings 10-plus inches to
campus, it may not be.
EWU senior Nathan Peters lives in the Sigma Phi
Epsilon fraternity house and struggles with the leftover snow
and ice every day. “In my lot, we have to go uphill to get
to the house, and because of the snow and ice, we slip and
fall,” Peters said. He went on to explain how, just to drive
into their lot, he and his brothers have to get quite a bit of
momentum going or they will not make it.
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The snow left by plows on the sides of the roads has also
made life on campus more difficult, as the snow covers up
the curb. This makes it almost impossible for students to see
if they are parking legally.
Not all “No Parking” zones are marked with signs —
some are simply marked with yellow curbs. “I’ve seen a lot of
cars parked too close to the corner, making it more difficult
to see around the turn, and this has just gotten worse with
the snow,” EWU senior Siobhan Ebel said. Ebel also noted
the snow build-up on curbs has made it harder for cars to get
as close to the curb as they are supposed to, which results in
a narrower street.
The streets are not the only problem. EWU senior Nick
Halverson and EWU sophomore Brandi Wren said they feel
sidewalks and parking lots have been neglected as well. “Not
all sidewalks get de-iced before classes start, making it very
difficult to get around,” Halverson said.
Wren ran into trouble finding a spot in the parking
lot she had paid for. “I spend half of a paycheck for good
parking, and when I try to go to campus, my spot has been
jacked by snow,” Wren said.
While EWU does have an answer to the snow and ice
that comes with winter, whether or not it is enough is what
seems to be up for debate.

Eagle Life

REVIEW

Michael Bay’s latest film ‘13 Hours’ is cinematic vomit
By Chris Mudd | staff writer

M

ichael
Bay
is no
stranger to explosion-heavy, overdramatic action
films, and his
Chris Mudd
latest,“13 Hours,ˮ
is his most recent example of
cinematic vomit.
The film had long been marketed
as the realistic story of what really
happened in Benghazi. It’s hard to
avoid the obvious political ramifications of such a film existing,
especially with a presidential election
fast approaching. Yet, even knowing
this going in, “13 Hours” felt much
less like the propaganda film I
expected it to be.
That doesn’t make it less preachy,
but it seemed less blame-heavy, and
more of a character study of the flat,
stereotypical homunculi on the screen.
It’s pro-war to an insane degree.
There are even more obvious
Bay-isms such as needless explosions, dumb action scenes and
dialogue. It doesn’t hold up when
judged by typical film quality

standards but is admittedly a step
up for Michael Bay at the very least.
It’s a better story than the latest
“Transformers” movie, but still not
quite as entertaining as watching
hamsters eat carrots on the internet.
The dialogue and character
development are insincere and
heavy-handed, attempting to
rely on the audience’s inherent
patriotism and respect for real
soldiers to fill the gaps left in the
writing. While John Krasinski’s
character, Jack Silva, felt the most
realized, it was more due to his
skill as an actor that made even
the most mundane and cookie-cutter dialogue seem well-acted.
Like every Michael Bay film,
I left asking myself how he gets
to continue to make movies. And
then I remembered I bought a
ticket. I hate myself.

To watch hamsters
eat carrots, search for
“Hamster stuffs five
carrots in his mouth” on
youtube.com.
Illustration by Linlin Xing

REVIEW

‘That Dragon Cancer’ is powerfully intimate and reflective
By Chris Mudd | staff writer

E

veryone deals with tragedy in their own way. Some
turn to spiritual outlets, others to creative ones. One
family turned to the interactive artform of video games
to create one of the most powerful games I’ve ever played.
Developed by Ryan and Amy Green, “That Dragon
Cancer” follows their intimate recollection of the tragic death
of their 5-year-old son, Joel.
It’s easy to wave off the game as some kind of moody art
piece, but it felt like a much more uplifting game, leaving the
player with a new perspective of their own life story. It was
not nearly as pessimistic as it sounds. And while there were
certainly moments of soul-crushing sadness, there were also
bright moments.

The artistic style of the game was a geometric amalgamation of shapes and characters. The character design
was akin to that of a polygonal game from the Nintendo 64
era. But the main focus of the game – the child Joel – was
noticeably without a face. He clearly had a personality, but
served as a vessel for the audience to implant their own
experiences into that character. Everyone has a Joel in
their life and the choice to reflect that with an anonymous
character model was brilliant.
There were times where the goal of the game is unclear
and becomes muddled in emotional on-rail sections where you
had no influence over your character; this was another reason
why the game can’t be approached the same way as a typical

video game. This wasn’t so much of an adventure but a firsthand look at the experiences of two grieving parents.
However bleak the game seemed to be, there were brilliant
moments of levity that created the sense this was more than
a melancholy look at one of the most terrible experiences a
person can have. It’s rather a celebration of a child’s life. It
was heartfelt, genuine and truly a privilege to experience.
“That Dragon Cancer” transcended the limitations
of a traditional game, where the line between gameplay
and story seemed to merge to create an altogether unique
emotional experience. Living with these characters, even
for just a short time, was enough to leave a truly haunting
and lasting impression.

January 20, 2015 THE EASTERNER 11

Eagle Life

REVIEW

‘The Forest’ loses its way
Film inspired by Japan’s Aokigahara Forest falls short, lacks true story of forest
By Joe Matthews | staff writter

“T

he Forest” unfortunately
didn’t do the legends surrounding Japan’s Aokigahara Forest justice.
Also known as the Suicide
Forest, Aokigahara is known for
being the spot where hundreds
of people have chosen to end their lives. Even with
a backstory as haunting as that to work with, “The
Forest” fell short of its potential.
“The Forest” revolved around Sara Price, played
by Natalie Dormer, as she searched for her twin
sister in the famed Japanese forest. Not speaking the
language or having any familiarity with the region,
she went against the advice of her family and friends
and traveled to Japan when she learned that her sister
Jess, also played by Dormer, entered the forest and
never came out.
Upon reaching the edge of the forest Sara met
Aiden, a traveling journalist from Australia, who was
writing a story on the forest. Feeling her story would
benefit his, Aiden, who was coincidently friends with a
forest ranger, invited Sara to accompany him into the
forest. Finding the remnants of Jess’ camp, Sara again
didn’t listen to reason when she insisted upon staying
in the forest overnight.

As night fell, the frights began. She started seeing
and hearing things and the audience began to question Sara’s sanity. With the film becoming more of a
psychological thriller, the audience soon didn’t know
what was real or just a figment of Sara’s imagination.
Not knowing what’s real herself, Sara succumbed to
the power of the forest.
The psychological element of “The Forest” was
probably what held this movie together. Without that,
it would have fallen into the list of movies that relied
solely on predictable jump scares.
Taylor Kinney did a good job as Aiden, keeping
the audience guessing as to whether or not he was
trustworthy. Dormer, on the other hand, was rather
bland in her role as both sisters. This could have
been due to the fact the script put no time into
developing either character.
Overall, there were some good scares in “The
Forest,” and it did a good job at being more of a
psychological thriller than a horror. Unfortunately,
it was unable to relate any of the true backstory of
Aokigahara into the movie, causing it to fall short.
With the acting talent, the location and the already
present myths around Aokigahara, “The Forest” could
have been terrifying, but instead it wanders from the
path and loses its way.

Do you have a

BIG IDEA?
Are you ready to start a

BUSINESS?

Enter the Northwest Entrepreneur
Competition and win UP TO $7,500
to turn your idea into a business!
Winners also receive in-kind
awards including legal assistance.

Illustration by Rebecca Savinski

The Northwest Entrepreneur Competition supports
student-led entrepreneurship by providing a place for
college students in the Inland Northwest to pursue the
entrepreneurial ideas and receive the startup support you
need to turn your idea into a business reality.
Participation is limited to students (as teams or individuals) or
student-led teams.
Deadline to enter the competition is February 12, 2016.
After entering, teams must submit a 2 page executive
summary and idea pitch video by February 19, 2016.
Final Competition Date: April 7, 2016
For more information visit: www.nwentrep.com
The Northwest Entrepreneur Competition is a collaborative event supported by
Eastern Washington University, and Gonzaga University, Spokane Community
College and Whitworth University.
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Goodell no good for NFL

Letters to the Editor

Opinion Editor
Sam Deal
easterner.opinion@gmail.com
Requirements:
-Letters should be 300 words
or less and typed, or legibly
handwritten.
-Include your full name, signature, telephone number and
email address for verification.

By Joe Matthews | staff writer

F

rom Tom Brady’s balls being too soft to
Ray Rice punching out his girlfriend in an
elevator, NFL commissioner Roger Goodell
continues to mishandle every disciplinary action
put before him. What makes things worse is he
seems to have completely lost the respect and trust
of the fans and the public when it comes to issues
such as these. Goodell hands out suspensions but
the varying lengths for different offenses causes
him to ultimately fail.
Goodell’s main problem is that his punishments are becoming a joke around the NFL. Tom
Brady of the New England Patriots initially got a
four-game suspension for the Deflategate scandal,
but his suspension was overturned on appeal.
Ray Rice of the Baltimore Ravens knocked his
girlfriend out on video and was only suspended for
two games. There seems to be a real disconnection
and lack of consistency when punishments for the
heinous crime of domestic abuse are initially less
than that for letting air out of a football.
This year, especially toward the beginning
of the season, it really felt like Goodell was just
making up rules as he went along. The commissioner and his team completely rewrote the NFL’s
rule on domestic violence policy after the video of
Rice surfaced and then Goodell even tried comparing Brady using deflated balls to steroid use.
To take arguably the biggest name in professional
sports and put him on that level, when just a few
years ago the Patriots were caught filming other
teams’ practices and just got a slap-on-the-wrist
fine, is absurd.
To bring to light how poorly situations like
this have been handled, let’s compare the severity of some players’ actions to the disciplinary
actions following them. Minnesota Vikings’
Adrian Peterson was caught beating his 4-yearold son with a switch and he was suspended
indefinitely, but was reinstated the following
season. This seems like a just punishment,
though some wanted him banned completely,
but being an athlete he got special privileges
including paid leave during his entire hearing
process. Rice was suspended two games for his
domestic violence incident, Brady was initially
suspended four games for using deflated balls,
and recently Vontaze Burfict of the Cincinnati
Bengals was suspended three games for repeatedly laying dirty hits when tackling other players.
The suspensions are all called for but the varying
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-We reserve the right not to
publish letters; furthermore,
all letters are subject to editing for adherence to Associated Press style.
-Letters must be received no
later than Monday at 10
a.m. in order to be considered
for publication the following
Wednesday.
-If your letter is in response
to a specific article, please
list the title and date of the
article.
Editorial Policy
We encourage the EWU
community to submit letters
and opinion pieces that
conform to the requirements
listed above.
Opinion articles and letters
to the editor do not necessarily
reflect the views and opinions
of The Easterner, its staff
members or Eastern Washington University.
Illustration by Rebecca Savinski
intervals make no sense and this is where
Goodell has essentially failed.
While all of this is going on, Goodell has
made punishments even more absurd by fining
players substantial amounts of money for things
that really don’t matter. In October 2015,
Pittsburgh Steeler running back DeAngelo
Williams was fined almost $6,000 for every
game that he wore a pink ribbon in support
of the cure for breast cancer on his eye black.
Another Steeler, Cameron Heyward, was fined
for having his late father’s name on his eye
black. Colin Kaepernick of the San Francisco
49ers was fined $10,000 because he wore the
wrong set of headphones to a press conference.
With players beating women and children, you’d

think that Goodell would have little time for
such relatively trivial offenses.
His job is to protect the NFL and its players,
but instead Goodell has become an icon for
everything that is wrong with professional sports.
His salary is ridiculous, considering he made $44
million just last year; his greed brings the league
down and his mishandling of disciplinary actions
and the increasing number of league conduct
violations go to show that the sport is headed in the
wrong direction.
An increasing number of players are being
arrested on charges ranging from drugs to DUI to
assault and even murder. Over the last few years
the NFL really hasn’t cleaned up its act and with
Goodell at the helm it probably won’t anytime soon.
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Policy neglected adviser selection

Check us out
at

By Sam Deal | opinion editor

online

EasternerOnline.com
Dental care for your family
- New patients welcome
- Full service quality dentistry
- Friendly, caring atmosphere
- Prompt emergency care
- Convenient hours
- Botox treatments
- Senior discounts
- Preferred
provider for
most insurance

625 B Street, Cheney
509-235-6137

martinssendds.com

1706 2nd Street
Cheney, WA 99004

(509) 235-5678
Mon-Wed:11am-1am
Thu-Sat:11am-2am
Sun:11am-1am

January Student Special

Buy Any Pizza
at Regular Price
Get the Second Pizza
at Half Price!*
*Restrictions apply
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Easterner has source dilemma

Cheesebread of
the Month
Philly
Cheesebread $8.99

Free
Delivery!

S

tudent-run
newspaper:
Made by the students for the students.
That is something we
take pride in here at
The Easterner.
Unfortunately
students, many of whom lack any work
history, aren’t always qualified to
operate the budget and staff necessary to
run a weekly news production. This need
for help has become increasingly evident
in my tenure at The Easterner.
Advising is vital to college students and a
student-run newspaper is no different. This need was recognized by
the Board of Student Publication
this past year when it was decided
that, along with our production
adviser, we would have an adviser
in place to assist in financial and
managerial decisions.
Cue Samantha Armstrong.
The Easterner welcomed
Armstrong, associate director of
Student Activities Involvement
and Leadership, in October
2015, beginning her standing
as an administrative figure.
In her short time with
the paper, she has provided
desperately-needed advising on
the managerial and financial
side of this institution. Her
intentions, from what I’ve seen,
are in the best interest of the
future improvement of The
Easterner and the journalism department as a whole.
Unfortunately, as a journalist, it is
extremely frustrating that one of our
administrators also oversees the same
campus clubs and organizations which The
Easterner is responsible for reporting on.
To my understanding, Armstrong
has played no role in the production of
our paper but the board’s negligence
in selecting such an engaged figure to
simultaneously become an administrator
disregards many of the same principles
we have been taught to live by as
students of journalism.
As I said, I believe that Armstrong
has played no direct role in the

production of this newspaper in her
short tenure here. Sadly, that does not
mean the avenues within which we are
able to operate have not been influenced.
“Talk to Sam Armstrong.”
I have heard this countless times as a
member of this editorial staff. Just this
week, I was told to go speak with her to
follow up on a story lead. But furthering
an investigation by interviewing an
administrator of my own organization is
problematic, to say the least.
Her position as the associate director
of SAIL undoubtedly made her an excellent resource for the student journalists

“

Unfortunately, as a
journalist, it is extremely
frustrating that one of
our administrators also
oversees the same
campus clubs and
organizations which The
Easterner is responsible
for reporting on.
in the past years. However, Armstrong’s
holding of this new position clearly
creates an ethical dilemma, which
anyone with a minute understanding of
journalism law can see.
The progress at The Easterner in
Armstrong’s time has been greatly
appreciated. Her managerial experience
and understanding of the University was
without a doubt the greatest need of this
publication. She quickly proved she was
capable of performing her new duties
well above what was expected.
Regrettably, this is a matter that goes
beyond ability. Armstrong might be the
best person for this position, but that
does not mean she is the right person.

Community
Corrections from Itssue 12

Wide Reciever Cooper Kupp was incorrectly referred to as a running back in the deck of the
story “Cooper Kupp named STATS FCS Player of the Year.”

Police Beat
By Claire Simpson | art director

Illustration by Linlin Xing

January 11
11:09 p.m.
Alcohol

Officers were called to the seventh floor of Dressler
Hall because of the odor of marijuana. The resident
inside the room consented to a search. Officers
found alcohol, prescription medication and a small
amount of marijuana. The resident was cited with a
minor in possession and referred to Student Rights
and Responsibilities.

January 15
10:30 p.m.
Alcohol

Six underaged individuals were caught drinking on the
third floor of Morrison Hall. When it was discovered
one was under the age of 18, that individual was
transported to the custody of their parents. The resident

of the room was charged with a minor in possession
and furnishing alcohol to minors.

January 17
3:30 a.m.
DUI

An officer performed a routine traffic stop on a
vehicle driving 50 mph down Washington Street,
which is a 25 mph zone. The driver was showing
outward signs of intoxication and did not pass a
field sobriety test, so she was arrested.

January 18
1:22 a.m.

Carryout
-orDelivery

1879 1st St
Cheney, WA
(509) 235-2000
www.dominos.com

Argument

Two students, one of whom was a resident, engaged
in a verbal argument on the seventh floor of
Pearce Hall. No crime was committed.
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Bliznyuk has first triple-double in school history,
EWU improves to 3-2 in Big Sky Conference
By Riley Baker | staff writer

(above) Bogdan Bliznyuk goes up during a free
throw attempt
(left) Austin McBroom drives by the opponent
Photos by Karissa Berg

T

he Eagles played two games over the weekend, facing Southern Utah University and Northern Arizona University. Coming off of a win against Idaho,
EWU was looking to improve on its 7-8 overall record.
On the night of Jan. 14 EWU played SUU, which
was 3-10 overall going into the game. The Eagles came
out hot, having a stretch where they made 10 of 12 shots.
In the first half, they shot 59 percent from the field and
made two of their 3-point attempts. EWU went into the
half with a 49-30 lead.
The Eagles started the second half right where they
left off, making 10 of their first 11 shots of the half and
leading by as many as 32 points. They shot 63 percent
from the field and 64 percent from the 3-point arc to win
by a final score of 106-80.
Forward Venky Jois put up his 30th career double-double with 24 points and 12 rebounds.
Guard Austin McBroom had 25 points and guard
Julian Harrell had 15.
Guard Ty Gibson, a true freshman, made all three of
his attempted 3-point shots and finished with 10 points off
the bench.
Forward Bogdan Bliznyuk had 8 points and a career
high six assists.
On Jan. 16 the Eagles matched up against NAU which
was 3-12 overall going into the game.
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The game started out close as NAU hit 75 percent of its
3-point shots in the first eight minutes to EWU’s 25 percent.
The score was tied, 18-18, with 11:48 left in the game.
But the Eagles stepped it up and started hitting more
shots, with a pair coming from guard Sir Washington off
the bench.
In the first half, the Eagles shot at only 27 percent
from the 3-point line but had a 53 percent mark from
the field. EWU had two separate 12-0 runs in the half to
have a 45-32 lead going into the break.
In the second half the Eagles shot at an even better
mark, shooting at 55 percent from the 3-point arc and 59
percent from the field. EWU outscored NAU, 51-41, in the
final half to win the game, 96-73.
McBroom did not have a single 3-point shot in the
first half but came out and had five in the second.
As a team, the Eagles shot 55 percent from the field
and 39 percent from the 3-point line and led for nearly 36
of the 40 minutes of the game.
It was a big game for the team, but none had a bigger
game than Bliznyuk, who earlier in the week became an
American citizen.
Bliznyuk put up the first triple-double in school
history scoring 11 points, with 14 rebounds and 10 assists
and was mobbed on the court after getting his tenth assist
to complete the feat.

“Everything was going pretty well today,” said
Bliznyuk. “Teammates were hitting shots. I’m honored to
be the first one in school history to get a triple-double.
It’s something that’s going to stand out in my basketball
career so I’m really happy right now.”
Jois was 10-12 from the field and led the team with 21
points and had eight rebounds.
McBroom had 19 points while going 5-10 from beyond
the arc.
Harrell scored 11 points and Washington put beyond
13 points off the bench, going a perfect 5-5 from the field.
Guard Cody Benzel played for seven minutes and
scored 6 points while going a perfect 2-2 from both the
field and the 3-point line.
“We’re very grateful for a solid home stand these three
games,” said coach Jim Hayford. “We played really well
and really kind of found our balance and our rhythm as a
team these last two weeks.”
The Eagles are now 9-8 overall and 3-2 in conference play.

What’s next: EWU will travel to face Montana State on Jan. 21
at 6:05 p.m.

Sports

Women’s basketball takes down SUU
and NAU, continues winning streak
By Grace Pohl | staff writer

(above) Mariah Cunningham high-fives coaches and teammates on the sidelines
(right) Delaney Hodgins fights her way through defenders for a shot
Photos contributed by goeags.com

E

WU women’s basketball is off to a perfect start in the
Big Sky conference — the best start for the team in
the last six seasons. The team continued their conference winning streak this past weekend at Southern Utah
University and Northern Arizona University.
The Eagles beat Southern Utah, which improved the
Eagles to 10-6 and 4-0 in conference play. Southern Utah
dropped to 3-12 and 0-4 in conference play.
The opening quarter was slow for both of the teams,
but the second quarter started a scoring run for the Eagles
with a 7-0 run within the first three minutes of the second
quarter. EWU went into the half leading, 48-36, while being
able to shoot 47.1 percent from the field and 41.2 percent
from the 3-point range.
SUU made their way back into the game cutting
Eastern’s lead down to one point with five minutes left in
the game with a score of 67-66. SUU eventually obtained the
lead with 71-70 and a little over three minutes remaining.
Senior Hayley Hodgins took the lead back with a couple
more 3-pointers, with her sister Delaney Hodgins helping
with another 3-point bucket. EWU eventually took the win
with a final score of 85-82.
Hayley Hodgins had a team-leading score of 24
points, with 18 points coming from 3-pointers. This

was her 32nd-straight game scoring in double digits.
Delaney Hodgins scored 21 points, including a perfect
8 out of 8 free throws. She also had a team-leading
eight rebounds.
Junior Tisha Phillips had her first career double-double,
having 10 assists and 13 points.
“Hayley and Delaney hit huge threes for us down the
stretch and I thought it was a case of us being gritty and
finding a way to win. It wasn’t our best performance of the
year, but it’s a tough trip and I’d always rather win ugly than
lose pretty,” head coach Wendy Schuller said via goeags.com.
The Eagles continued their victory down to Northern
Arizona with a score of 81-71. This improved EWU’s record
to 11-6 and 5-0 in conference play. Northern Arizona
dropped to 5-10 overall and 1-3 in conference.
EWU scored a booming 25 points in the first quarter
alone to help with a lead of 43-29 going into halftime. The
Eagles shot 48.5 percent from the field in the first half and
caused seven turnovers for NAU.
NAU cut the lead to only 7 points with 4:43 remaining.
Sophomore Mariah Cunningham answered with a bucket
and NAU would not be able to cut down the lead anymore
as the Eagles drained all 12 of their next free throw shots,
Phillips being able to go 8-of-8.

Hayley Hodgins led in scoring again with 24 points,
including four 3-pointers. She also tied her career high
with 10 rebounds, adding to her second career double-double. These points put her only 210 points behind
the current leader of Eastern’s all-time NCAA Division I
scoring leaders.
Phillips had her best career 20 points on just six shot
attempts. Most of her points came from the free-throw line,
only missing 1 of the 16.
Delaney Hodgins had 14 points with seven rebounds
and four steals. Junior Ashli Payne had 10 points and eight
rebounds while Cunningham had 8 points, only missing one
of her five shots.
“Our team is just full of players who are gritty and
gutsy. It’s a group that plays hard all of the time, and that
was evident in us getting two road wins this week. We have a
lot of weapons, and players are stepping up as they get more
comfortable with our system,” Schuller said via goeags.com.

What’s next: EWU will host Montana State on Jan. 21. This
will be a battle for first place in conference. MSU is 6-0 in
conference.
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Track and field UW Preview
By Grace Pohl and Riley Baker | staff writers

E

Men’s

astern’s track and field team had its first
big competition of the indoor season at the
University of Washington Preview in Seattle,
Washington, at the indoor track and field facility on
Jan. 16 and 17.
Their last competition was at the Candy
Cane VIII in Cheney, Washington, on Dec.
5. Eleven athletes were able to qualify for the
Big Sky Conference Indoor Track and Field
Championships — seven of them were women
and the other four were men. The Eagles made a
mark in the UW Preview with two school records
being broken and new qualifiers for the Big Sky
Conference Indoor Championships.
“Several strong individual performances made
this another memorable opening meet for us.
Watching our athletes generate top 10 all-time marks
this early in the season is a great omen for upcoming
competitions,” head coach Stan Kerr said in an
interview with goeags.com.
Sophomore Jeremy VanAssche was the top
finisher for the 60-meter dash with a time of 6.84.
He was added to the list of men’s qualifiers over the
weekend. This time also ranked him fourth on the
all-time best list.
Freshman Jonah Mathews made a mark by
finishing second for the Eagles in the 60-meter
dash with 7.04, only .04 away from qualifying for
the conference championships. Sophomore Tyree
Fort and senior Obinna Nnadi also raced in the 60,
having times of 7.08 and 7.19.
Freshman Larry Still was 11th in the pole vault
with a height of 15-9 1/4, which also ranked him
fifth all-time. The other pole vaulter, senior Nick
Stearns, had no height.
The top finisher for Eastern in the 200-meter dash
was freshman Chezaree Jackson who finished 13th
having a time of 22.73. Fort was right behind Jackson
in 15th place while freshman Cameron Ross and Nnadi
finished in 31st and 32nd.
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Logan Stahl, who is a junior transfer, was the only
Eagle to compete in the 800-meter dash. He finished in
13th place with a time of 1:56.77 — only 2.77 away from
qualifying for the conference championships.
Three Eagles competed in the 400-meter
dash, with junior Austin Upmeyer finishing 22nd
overall with a time of 51.15. Senior Nick Anthony
was close behind him, placing 29th with a time of
52.31 and freshman Ammon Auna finished 31st
with a time of 52.75.
Freshman Aaron Pullin was able to qualify for
the final in the 60-meter hurdles with a time of 8.73,
only .38 away from qualifying for the conference
championships. Junior Kipton Craig competed in
the hurdles as well with a time of 11.00. Pullin also
placed 27th overall in the long jump.
The 4x400-meter relay included Anthony,
Ross, Jackson, and Upmeyer. They were able to
finish fifth overall with a time of 3:24.93.
“The 4x400 is a good example of the seasoned
and new athletes on our team. Nick, Tyree, Chez and
Austin ran the last event of the meet and put up a
terrific early season performance,” Kerr said in an
interview with goeags.com.
The high jump contenders were junior Andrew
Morgan and freshman Forrest Wallace. Morgan
finished 16th and Wallace finished 18th overall.
The redshirt junior Aaron Cunningham finished
10th in the shot put and also competed in the weight
throw to place 13th. Junior Scott Miller placed 19th
in the shot put and freshman Steven Tofanelli placed
10th in the weight throw.
“Overall, I was impressed with the efforts put
forth by everyone over the course of a long day. Many
of our new athletes who had never competed indoors
and/or at the Division I level showed that they
belong here and that our team has a bright future,”
Kerr said via goeags.com.

T

Women’s

he women’s track and field team began their season at the Big Sky
Conference Indoor Championship at the University of Washington. After almost a month out of competition, these athletes were
looking to hit qualifying marks for the Big Sky Championship.
A couple of school records were broken as these women raced to a
strong outing in Seattle.
There were two qualifiers. Sarah Reiter ran the 3000-meter in 9:39.19
breaking a school record that had stood for 23 years at 9:44.98. Reiter
placed 15th at the meet overall.
Katie Mahoney finished the 3000-meter with a time of 9:43.75 placing
20th overall, actually breaking the school record before Reiter broke it in a
later race 15 minutes after. She is now second on the all-time school list.
Paula Gil-Echevarria ran a time of 9:54.40 in the 3000-meter to finish
in 22nd place, placing fourth overall in school history.
Another qualifier was Samantha Raines, who pole vaulted at a height
of 12 feet 1/2 inch.
Johanna Sherman set a program record in the 600-meter with a
time of 1:39.64, breaking the previous record of 1:39.83, which was set by
Mahoney in December 2015.
Kaytlyn Coleman missed the qualifying mark by just .04 meters
in the shot put, with a distance of 45-9 3/4. She came in seventh
place overall.
Coleman finished first in the weight throw to win the event for EWU
with a distance of 62-8 1/2, besting her career high of a 59-11 throw.
In the 60-meter dash, three Eagles competed. Raines ran a time
of 8.03, Janessa Day had a time of 8.29, and Rebecca Tarbert had a
time of 7.63.
Loryn Musgrove finished the 60-meter hurdles in 9.64, which placed
her 14th overall.
Kendra Hamm jumped a distance of 17-2 3/4 finishing 22nd overall in
the long jump. Jozie Kimes jumped a distance of 15-11 to finish in 35th.
Tarbert qualified for the national championship in the 200-meter with
a time of 25.39 to finish in 14th.
Leanne Asper was the sole EWU runner in the 800-meter dash, as
she finished with a time of 2:20.49 to finish 19th overall.
“The UW Preview was a great start for our women. Two
school records were set and we won an event,” head coach Marcia
Mecklenburg said. “I am very pleased with the performance of the team
as a whole. For this early in the season we had some outstanding marks
in all event areas.”
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‘Jekyll and Hyde’ version of Seahawks return
in postseason
Seahawks end their season with a disappointing loss to Carolina
By Brandon Cline | sports editor

EWU Men’s Qualifers:
Jonah Mathews 55-meter – 6.49
Jeremy VanAssche 60-meter – 6.84
Aaron Pullin Heptathlon – 4,965 points
Larry Still

Pole vault – 16-2 3/4

Nick Stearns Pole vault – 15-9

EWU Women’s Qualifers:
Rebecca Tarbert

55-meter – 6.99

Rebecca Tarbert

60-meter – 7.63

Sarah Reiter

3000-meter – 9:39.19

Tierra White

High jump – 5-7

Kaytlyn Coleman Weight throw – 62-8 1/2
Kaytlyn Coleman Shot put – 47-3 1/2
Anandae Clark Pole vault – 12-6 1/4
Elizabeth Prouty

Pole vault – 12-5 1/2

Samantha Raines Pole vault – 12-1/2
Jozie Kimes

Pentathlon – 3,499 points

What’s next: On Jan. 23, EWU will
compete at the WSU Open in Pullman.
Statistics sourced from goeags.com

I

can’t even tell you how much fun it
would’ve been to be sitting at my desk
on a Sunday night, writing about the
second-biggest comeback in NFL postseason history, pulled off by the Seattle
Seahawks. But there was just too much
Mr. Hyde and not enough Dr. Jekyll.
Instead I sit slumped back in my chair,
trying my best to use a metaphorical umbrella to prevent
myself from being drenched in the torrential downpour of
“what ifs.” I couldn’t.
What if Russell Wilson hadn’t thrown an uncharacteristic
pick six on the second offensive snap of the game?
What if Alvin Bailey hadn’t been called for a hold on
a Wilson rush that would’ve given the Seahawks a first
down in the red zone late in the second half? Would it
have led to a touchdown, rather than a failed fourth down
conversion attempt?
What if Thomas Rawls and Jimmy Graham hadn’t
suffered season-ending injuries in the regular season? Would
it have made enough of a difference? It may not have, but it
won’t keep me from thinking, “What if.”
What if they had just three more minutes in the
fourth quarter? Three more minutes for Wilson and the
offense to lead a game-tying touchdown drive. Three more
minutes to make up for two wasted quarters.
As Pete Carroll put it bluntly in his postgame press conference, the game was a microcosm of the Seahawks’ season: they
started the game as slow as a slug and finished in a frenzy.
In the regular season the Seahawks were 2-4 in their first six
games, but finished 8-2 in their final 10 games.
The playoffs are a whole other breed for the Seahawks,
though, as they find themselves trailing early – and late –
more often than not. But unlike this game, the Seahawks
usually find a way to crawl themselves out of the hole they dug
themselves into.
In the 2010 playoffs, the first playoff game under Carroll,
the Seahawks trailed the heavily-favored New Orleans Saints,
17-7, in the second quarter. The Seahawks would go on to
outscore the Saints, 34-19, the rest of the game, winning,
41-36, and stunning the rest of the NFL.
The next week in the Divisional Round against the
Chicago Bears, the Seahawks would trail, 28-0, midway
through the third quarter, before scoring 24 points in the
last 17 minutes of the game. The Seahawks would lose,
35-24, but a theme was developing in Carroll’s first year
manning the Seahawks.
Seattle would return to the playoffs in the 2012 season,
traveling to the nation’s capital to take on Washington. Again,
the Seahawks would fall behind early, down, 14-0, after one

quarter. But like they had in 2011, the Seahawks would
awake from their slumber, scoring 24 unanswered points to
comfortably close out the game.
But like the 2010 season, the Seahawks couldn’t overcome a second-straight deficit of at least 20 points, falling
behind, 20-0, at halftime against the Atlanta Falcons. The
Seahawks would rally again, scoring 28 of the first 35 points
in the second half, grabbing a miraculous, 28-27, lead with
just 31 seconds left in the game. Alas, the Falcons would
move the ball 41 yards on just two plays and kick a 49-yard
field goal to send the Seahawks home feeling miserable.
The Seahawks would redeem themselves in 2013,
defeating the Denver Broncos, 43-8, in the 2014 Super
Bowl, leading for all but 12 seconds of the game. But Seattle
wouldn’t have made it to the Super Bowl without a comeback
in the NFC Championship game, where they trailed the San
Francisco 49ers, 10-0, in the second quarter.
The Seahawks would score 23 of the game’s next 30
points, and clinched a Super Bowl berth when Richard
Sherman tipped Colin Kaepernick’s pass into the
waiting hands of Malcolm Smith, closing out yet another
playoff comeback.
The 2014 playoffs would feature yet another furious Seattle
comeback, again in the NFC Championship game. Through
the game’s first 40 minutes, the Seahawks trailed, 16-0, with
Wilson having thrown three interceptions on what had been
the worst game of his professional career.
A fake field goal pass from Jon Ryan to Garry Gilliam
for a touchdown would give the Seahawks their first points
of the game, and the Seahawks would score 22 of the last
28 points in regulation to send the game to overtime, where
Wilson would find Jermaine Kearse in the end zone for the
game-winning touchdown, redeeming both of their sloppy
performances in regulation.
And in the 2015 playoffs, the Seahawks would show
shades of their 2010 and 2012 postseason runs. The Seahawks
would overcome a 9-point, fourth quarter deficit against the
Minnesota Vikings to win, 10-9, and fall behind 31 points at
halftime to the Panthers, only to score 24 unanswered points
in the second half and lose by just one possession, a game they
probably would have won if they played five quarters instead
of four. But they don’t, and there’s only the Seahawks to blame
for a pitiful first half performance.
In all, the Seahawks have been outscored by 53 points in
the first half in their 12 playoff games under Carroll, and have
outscored teams by a massive 114 points in the second half of
those games.
But on a Sunday afternoon in Charlotte, North Carolina,
24 couldn’t catch 31, and the Seahawks couldn’t quite capture
the playoff magic of seasons past.

January 20, 2015 THE EASTERNER 19

